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         Victorian Curriculum Scope & Sequence 
 

ACHIEVEMENT STANDARDS 
 

Foundation Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Level  5 Level 6 
Students use familiar 
words and phrases and 
images to convey ideas. 
Their writing shows 
evidence of sound and 
letter knowledge, 
beginning writing 
behaviours and 
experimentation with 
capital letters and full 
stops. They correctly 
form known upper- and 
lower-case letters. 

 

Students provide details 
about ideas or events, 
and details about the 
participants in those 
events.  
They accurately spell 
words with regular 
spelling patterns and use 
their knowledge of 
blending and 
segmenting, and many 
simple and high-
frequency words to write 
predictable words. They 
use capital letters and 
full stops appropriately. 
 

Students create texts that 
show how images 
support the meaning of 
the text. They accurately 
spell words with regular 
spelling patterns and can 
write words with less 
common long vowels, 
trigraphs and silent 
letters.  
They use some 
punctuation accurately, 
and can write words and 
sentences legibly using 
unjoined upper- and 
lower-case letters. 

 

Students' texts include 
writing and images to 
express and develop in 
some detail experiences, 
events, information, 
ideas and characters.  
They demonstrate 
understanding of 
grammar and choose 
vocabulary and 
punctuation appropriate 
to the purpose and 
context of their writing.  
They use knowledge 
letter–sound 
relationships and high-
frequency words to spell 
words accurately, and 
can write words with 
complex consonant and 
vowel clusters.  
They reread and edit 
their writing, checking 
their work for 
appropriate vocabulary, 
structure and meaning. 
They write using joined 
letters that are accurately 
formed and consistent in 
size. 
 

Students use language 
features to create 
coherence and add detail 
to their texts.  
They make use of their 
increasing knowledge of 
phonics, and they 
understand how to 
express an opinion based 
on information in a text. 
They create texts that 
show understanding of 
how images and detail 
can be used to extend key 
ideas. Students create 
well-structured texts to 
explain ideas for 
different audiences.  
They demonstrate 
understanding of 
grammar, select 
vocabulary from a range 
of resources and use 
accurate spelling and 
punctuation, rereading 
and editing their work to 
improve meaning. 
 

Students use language 
features to show how 
ideas can be extended.  
They develop and 
explain a point of view 
about a text. They 
create imaginative, 
informative and 
persuasive texts for 
different purposes and 
audiences. When 
writing, they 
demonstrate 
understanding of 
grammar and sentence 
types, and they select 
specific vocabulary and 
use accurate spelling 
and punctuation. They 
edit their work for 
cohesive structure and 
meaning. 

 

Students understand 
how language features 
and language patterns 
can be used for 
emphasis.  
They show how specific 
details can be used to 
support a point of view.  
They explain how their 
choices of language 
features and images are 
used. They use banks of 
known words and the 
less familiar words they 
encounter to create 
detailed texts 
elaborating upon key 
ideas for a range of 
purposes and audiences.  
They demonstrate 
understanding of 
grammar and make 
considered choices from 
an expanding vocabulary 
to enhance cohesion and 
structure in their writing. 
They also use accurate 
spelling and punctuation 
for clarity, provide 
feedback on the work of 
their peers and can make 
and explain editorial 
choices based on agreed 
criteria. 
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DESCRIPTORS & ELABORATIONS 
 

Foundation Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Level 5 Level 6 

 
Understand that sounds in 
English are represented by 
upper and lower case letters 
that can be written using 
learned letter formation 
patterns for each case 
 adopting correct posture 

and pencil grip 

 learning to produce 
simple handwriting 
movements 

 following clear 
demonstrations of how to 
construct each letter (for 
example where to start; 
which direction to write) 

 learning to construct 
lower case letters and to 
combine these into words 

 learning to construct 
some upper case letters 

 
 

 I can 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Understand how to use 
learned formation patterns 
to represent sounds and 
write words using 
combinations of unjoined 
upper and lower case 
letters. 
 using correct posture and 

pencil grip 

 learning how each letter 
is constructed including 
where to start and the 
direction to follow 

 writing words legibly 
using unjoined print script 
of consistent size 

 
 

 I can 
 
 

 

Write words and sentences 
legibly using upper and 
lower case letters that are 
applied with growing 
fluency using an 
appropriate pen/pencil grip 
and body position 
 using correct pencil grip 

and posture 

 writing sentences legibly 
and fluently using 
unjoined print script of 
consistent size 

 

 

 I can 
 

 

 

Understand the conventions 
for writing words and 
sentences using joined 
letters that are clearly 
formed and consistent in 
size 
 practising how to join 

letters to construct a 
fluent handwriting style 

 
 

 I can 
 

 

 

Handwrite using clearly-
formed joined letters, and 
develop increased fluency 
and automaticity  
 using handwriting fluency 

with speed for a wide 
range of tasks 

 
 

 I can 
 

 

 

Develop a handwriting style 
that is becoming legible, 
fluent and automatic  
 using handwriting with 

increasing fluency and 
legibility appropriate to a 
wide range of writing 
purposes 

 
 

 I can 
 

 

 

Develop a handwriting style 
that is legible, fluent and 
that can vary depending on 
context 
 using handwriting 

efficiently as a tool for a 
wide range of formal and 
informal text creation 
tasks 

 
 

 I can 
 

 
 
[ 
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Victorian Curriculum – Handwriting 
 

 

Foundation 
 

 

Level 1 
 

Level 2 
 

Level 3 
 

Level 4 
 

Level 5 
 

Level 6 

 
Correct  

 sitting posture 

 paper position 

 pencil grip 

 handwriting movements 

 formation of both upper & 
lower case letters  

 starting points e.g. 
clockwise & anti-
clockwise rotations 

  directionality  e.g. left to 
right, top to bottom 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Correct  

 sitting posture 

 paper position 

 pencil grip 

 sizing 

 un-joined script 

 formation of both upper & 
lower case letters  

 starting points 

 directionality 

 
Correct  

 sitting posture 

 paper position 

 pencil grip 

 sizing 

 un-joined script 
 
Write legibly using 
consistently size. 

 
Write legibly using 
consistently sized joined 
letters 
 
Practise how to join letters to 
construct a fluent handwriting 
style 

 
Write using clearly formed 
letters. 
 
Develop increasing fluency. 

 
Automatic handwriting 
 
Use handwriting with fluency 
& legibility for a wide range of 
purposes 
 

 
Develop a handwriting style 
that is 
- legible  
- efficient 
- fluent 
- automatic 
- varies according to 

audience and task 
 

A tool for a wide range of 
formal and informal text 
creation tasks 
 

 

Victorian Cursive Writing 
Unjoined  
 

Paper: 
Blank paper & 
24mm dotted thirds 
 
 
 
 
Writing Implements: 
Thinned barrelled crayons 
B and 2B lead pencils 
Felt-tipped, nylon-tipped pens 

 

Victorian Cursive Writing 
Unjoined  
 

Paper: 
24mm dotted thirds 
 
 
 
 
 
Writing Implements: 
B and 2B lead pencils 
Felt-tipped, nylon-tipped pens 

 

Victorian Cursive Writing 
Unjoined  
 

Paper: 
18mm dotted thirds 
 
 
 
 
 
Writing Implements: 
B and 2B lead pencils 
Felt-tipped, nylon-tipped pens 

 

Victorian Cursive Writing 
Joined  
 
Paper: 
18mm dotted thirds 
 
 
 
 
 
Writing Implements: 
B, 2B and HB lead pencils 
Felt-tipped, nylon-tipped pens 
 
Introduction to the ball-point 
pen / biro. 

 

Victorian Cursive Writing 
Joined  
 

Paper: 
14mm dotted thirds 
 
 
 
 
 
Writing Implements: 
B, 2B and HB lead pencils 
Felt-tipped, nylon-tipped pens 
etc ... 
 

Ball-point pen / biros 

 

Victorian Cursive Writing 
Joined  
 

Paper: 
8 or 9mm exercise books 
 
 
 
 
 
Writing Implements: 
B, 2B and HB lead pencils 
Felt-tipped, nylon-tipped pens 
etc ... 
 
Ball-point pen  / biros 
 
 
 

 

Victorian Cursive Writing 
Joined  
 

Paper: 
8 or 9mm exercise books 
 
 
 
 
 
Writing Implements: 
B, 2B and HB lead pencils 
Felt-tipped, nylon-tipped pens 
etc ... 
 
Ball-point pen  / biros 

 

References: 
 Victorian Curriculum: English  

 The Teaching of Handwriting – Education Department of Victoria (1985) 

 The Teaching of Handwriting – Education Department of Victoria (2007)  REVISED EDITION   

 Victorian Cursive Script 

 http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/teachingresources/discipline/english/Pages/handwriting.aspx 
 
 
 
  

a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z 

NB:   It is preferable NOT to have students  
          using dotted thirds 

 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/teachingresources/discipline/english/Pages/handwriting.aspx
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